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FROM LAFAYETTE

Tuesday morn, [probably February, 1827]

My dear Sir

I Have much regretted, when on my return Home, I
found your card and that of Mrs. Cooper, to Have
missed the pleasure of your kind visit, it Had Been my
Hope to meet you last Saturday at Mr. Brown's evening
party. I do not despair of the gratification for my family
and myself to see you at our House this evening, But at
all events send to know How you are By the continuation
of this cold weather. I am continually adressed upon the
utility of such a work as the one which you Have told
me you Had not yet quite made up your mind, the other
day the abbe de pradt was, with His usual warmth and
eloquence, expatiating upon the advantages of precisely
the same publication, frame and all, which Has Been the
object of our conversations. I made a general answer. But
How much more should His and every Body else's feel-
ings Have Been excited, did they suspect who might Be
the author. I am every day vexed at the European igno-
rance of the U. S. this very morning the papers dwell
upon the comparison of the proposed press Bill with what
passes in England with respect to news paper publica-
tions ; Heavily enough taxed, you know, while they could
Have availed themselves of what is so much more liber-
ally practised in the United States.

Excuse the scribbling on the other side, and Believe me

Your affectionate friend

Lafayette

A Monsieur Cooper rue St
Maur No. 12
A paris. Cooper and your Daughters, and
